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Out-of-date Statements Erroneously Accredited to National 
Canners Association 


Newspapers throughout the country have published, under 
a Washington date line for August 14, an article distributed by 
the agricultural service of the Associated Press, in which the 
National Canners Association is quoted as the authority for 
statements regarding the prospects of the canning industry, 
stocks carried over from last year, etc. 

The statements in the article, with the exception of some 
statistics derived from the Census Bureau returns, were in fact 
taken from an address on April 28 before the Western Canners 
Association by Assistant Secretary of Agriculture Renick W. 
Dunlap, who discussed the situation of the canning industry at 
that time from the standpoint of official and private information 
then available to him. This information, now out of date, was 
the basis for the statements erroneously accredited to the Na- 
tional Canners Association, and released under date of Aug- 
ust 14, 

The National Canners Association does not collect infor- 
mation of the character quoted in the article, nor does it issue 
statements with respect to prospective packs or the canned 
foods market. 

The Associated Press has promised to send a wire to the 
newspapers to whom its agricultural service is furnished with- 
drawing the statement that the quotations used were made by 
the National Canners Association. 


Forecasts Issued on Corn, Snap Beans and Tomatoes 

The production of sweet corn for manufacture, according 
to a forecast by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics based on 
conditions as of August 1, will be 450,400 tons as compared with 
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803,000 tons last year. The forecast of the snap bean crop is 
70,100 tons as compared with 41,100 tons in 1926, while the to- 
mato crop is placed at 1,183,700 tons as compared with 998,100 
tons last year. The following table gives the acreage and pro- 
duction figures for the entire country as announced in the Bu- 


Tomatoes Corn Snap Beans 
349,930 393,910 36,310 
1926 261,500 311,640 27,550 
1927 (estimated) ...acres 245,430 212,130 30,380 
Production: 
1,772,200 1,014,100 74,700 
1926 998,100 803,000 41,100 
1927 (forecast) 1,183,700 450,400 70,100 
The Bureau's preliminary estimate of the acreage of cab- 
bage for kraut and cucumbers for pickles indicates an increase 
in the former and a decrease in the latter. The preliminary 
estimate for 1927 and the acreage as reported for the preceding 
four years are as follows: 


Cabbage for Cucumbers for 
kraut i 
Acres 
17,610 
11,210 
8,690 
12,160 
1987 (preliminary) 13,600 
The condition of the four crops above mentioned on Aug- 
ust 1, 1926 and 1927, as compared with the ten-year average for 
that date is reported by the Bureau as follows: 
Condition on August 1 
Average 1926 1927 
Percent Percent Percent 
7 74 7 
83 86 
77 70 
76 80 
78 76 


Recommendations for Further Corn-Borer Control Adopted 

Recommendations for a permanent program of effective 
corn-borer control within reach of profitable farming conditions 
were passed upon and adopted at a conference of corn-borer 
officials and representatives from the States interested in the 
control of the borer on July 20 and 21 in Toledo. 

These recommendations are based on the regulations in 
force during the recent clean-up campaign, with the following 
additional exemptions: Clean cornfields in which the corn stub- 
ble has not been loosened from the ground and is not more than 
2 inches above the soil surface, and cornfields in the areas of 
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less than 1 per cent infestation covered by special provisions 
which may be agreed upon by State and Federal authorities 
prior to September 1, 1927. The regulatory recommendations 
in full were as follows: 

All corn-crop parts, all corn-crop remnants, and all corn- 
crop residues of form and condition to harbor living European 
corn borers of each year’s corn crop in fields, gardens, barns, 
barnyards, feeding sheds or feed lots, around canning factories 
and grain elevators, in or about stockyards, stock pens, loading 
chutes, and similar piaces, and all coarse-stemmed weeds within 
cornfields, shall be destroyed, unless herein exempted, (a) pre- 
ferably by burning before May 1 of the year succeeding the 
growth of that corn or (b) such material shall be so treated or 
handled by regular or by special field procedure prior to May 1 
of the year succeeding the growth of that corn as to insure that, 
between May 1 and July 10 of that year, no portion of such ma- 
terial or trash in condition to harbor living European corn 
borers shall appear on the surface of the field after it has been 
plowed, or disked, or harrowe4, or planted, or cultivated. 

The following conditions are exempted from the provisions: 
(a) Ear corn being stored for the grain attached thereto, (b) 
fast corn stubble, in clean cornfields, which is not more than 2 
inches in height above the soil surface, (c) corn-crop parts, 
remnants, and residues which are made into ensilage, finely 
shredded or ground, completely plowed under, burned, or 
tramped into and deeply covered by manure, (d) conditions cov- 
ered by special provisions which may be agreed upon by State 
and Federal authorities prior to September 1, 1927, applying to 
areas of less than 1 per cent infestation. 

Recommendations for an educational program worked out 
at the extension conference stated: 

“The extension services of the several States recognize the 
serious situation caused by the spread of the European corn 
borer in the Corn Belt and will direct the full force of the organ- 
ization into an educational campaign to bring about effective 
control. Although the situation is serious, it should not be 
alarming. It is believed that farm practices now will be de- 
veloped which will enable the farmer of the Corn Belt to con- 
tinue the production of corn. It is recognized that farm prac- 
tices must be changed to meet the conditions brought about by 
the infestation.” 

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS 


To assist the farmer with his control problems the follow- 
ing methods were recommended for this fall: 
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Agricultural Engineering.—(1) Plowing contests; (2) 
plowing demonstrations; (3) low-cutting demonstrations. 

Dairying and Animal Husbandry.—(1) The use of silos on 
all farms having 10 or more cows or their equivalent; (2) the 
shredding of fodder where the livestock on the farm can profi- 
tably utilize the shredded fodder either for feed or bedding; 
(3) the production of one acre of legume hay for each mature 
beef or dairy cow. 

Farm Management.—The farm-management program 
should be designed to give to the farmers in each of the many 
types of farming areas infested with the corn borer continuously 
up-to-date information as to the adjustments in both farm or- 
ganization and practice that will enable them to make the best 
returns. Special research studies to assemble the facts and in- 
formation not now available insofar as they can be determined 
at this time, should be inaugurated immediately in infested areas 
where corn is an important crop in the systems of farming. 


Agronomy.—The conference agreed that, at the present 
time, there is nothing to warrant recommending changes from 
the ordinary profitable practice in the actual production of corn. 

Entomology.—A permanent program of instruction advo- 
cating practical control measures that can be applied the year 
round; instruction to be based on facts determined through re- 
search and administered through county extension agents; 
county tours in September to heavily infested fields located in 
northern Ohio or Ontario. 


Informational and News Service.—To be a supporting or- 
ganization, predominantly of an educational nature; to con- 
tinue throughout the year; to continue the illustrated news ser- 
vice conducted by the U. 8. Department of Agriculture. 


Spinach Standards Announced 


The U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics has announced 
the following U. 8. Standards for spinach (1927) : 


GRADES 


U. S. No. 1 shall consist of spinach plants of similar varietal 
characteristics which are well grown, well trimmed, free from 
decay, and from damage caused by coarse stalks, seed stems, 
yellow or discolored leaves, wilting, freezing, dirt, disease, in- 
sects or mechanical or other means. 

In order to allow for variations incident to proper grading 
and handling, not more than a total of 10 per cent, by weight, 
of the plants in any lot may be below the requirements of this 
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grade, but not more than one-fifth of this amount, or 2 per cent, 
may be affected by decay. 

Unclassified. Spinach which is not graded in conformity 
with the foregoing grade may be designated as Unclassified. 


DEFINITIONS OF TERMS 

As used in these grades: 

1. “Similar varietal characteristics” means that spinach 
shall be generally of one type, as crinkly leaf type or flat leaf 
type. No mixture of varieties shall be permitted which ma- 
terially affect the appearance of the lot. 

2. “Well grown” means plants which are not stunted or 
poorly developed. 

8. “Well trimmed” means that spinach plants are cut at 
the crown of the root or cut so that the roots are not longer than 
approximately 1 inch. No plants shall be admitted to U. S. No. 
l oy if the roots are long enough to damage the appearance 
of the lot. 

4. “Darnage” means any injury from the causes men- 
tioned which materially affects the appearance, or the edible or 
shipping quality. Plants which have reached a stage of develop- 
ment where the flower buds are plainly visible, or where the 
plants have developed coarse stalks that would cause more than 
10 per cent waste shall be considered as damaged. Stalks refer 
to the central stalks of the plants and not to the leaf stems. 
Plants which have small dried, withered, or slightly yellowed 
leaves at the base of the plant shall not be considered as dam- 
aged unless the general appearance of the plant or of the lot as 
a whole is materially affected. 

The foregoing grades do not apply to the so-called New 
Zealand spinach. 

The Bureau has also issued standards for bunched carrots, 
bunched beets, and bunched turnips. 


New German Pure-Food Law Effective October 1 


The text of the new German pure-food law has been re- 
ceived by the Department of Commerce and an English transla- 
tion of it is available to interested American exporters. This 
law, originally drafted several years ago, was passed by the 
Reichstag in somewhat amended form on June 14, was signed 
July 5 and officially published July 8; it will become effective on 
October 1, 1927, and replaces the old foodstuffs law of 1879, the 
—— of foodstuffs law of 1916, and several other related 
aws, 

Regulations issued under the old laws will continue effec- 
_ pending the promulgation of new regulations under the new 
aw. 
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The new law is essentially general in character, but is of a 
very inclusive nature, and was designed to fill up a number of 
gaps in the old law. Its scope includes all articles of food and 
drink for human consumption, including tobacco, tobacco imi- 
tations, and products containing tobacco, but not including me- 
dicinal products; also all articles which come into direct contact 
with foodstuffs in the processes of production and consumption, 
cosmetics, clothing, toys, wall coverings, masks, candles, arti- 
ficial plants and parts of plants, petroleum, colors that are not 
foodstuffs, and any other products that may be specified by the 
Federal Government in cooperation with the Reichsrat (Fed- 
eral Council) and the competent committee of the Reichstag 
(Federal Assembly). 

The law prohibits the production, holding for distribution, 
or distribution of foodstuffs the consumption of which may be 
harmful to human health, or of the other products within the 
scope of the law, except petroleum, whose indicated or antici- 
pated use may be harmful to human health by reason of their 
composition or impurities. The imitation or falsification of 
foodstuffs in order to deceive, the distribution or holding for 
distribution of spoiled, imitation or falsified foodstuffs, not com- 
pletely labeled or not labeled as prescribed in appropriate regu- 
lations, and of “foodstuffs with misleading labeling, assertions, 
or make-up” is also unconditionally prohibited. 

The Federal Government is further authorized to prohibit 
or restrict the handling of foodstuffs and other articles, cov- 
ered by the law, of particular kinds or in particular ways, and 
of colors harmful to human health, for specific purposes or un- 
der labeling that conceals the harmful nature; also of articles 
or materials intended for the imitation or falsification of food- 
stuffs, or of articles the use of which in connection with food- 
stuffs is undesirable. 

The Federal Government is also authorized to regulate the 
labeling of foodstuffs in regard to the distributor, time of prep- 
aration, quality, quantity, weight, number, or other measure of 
value; and to formulate specifications for particular foodstuffs 
and as to the conditions under which foodstuffs are to be re- 
garded as spoiled, imitations, or falsified, or with misleading 
labeling, assertions or make-up. Regulations issued under these 
authorizations must be drawn up in cooperation with the Reichs- 
rat, the competent committee of the Reichstag, the Federal 
Health Council, and experts from among the groups of manu- 
facturers, dealers, consumers and scientists. 


Authority is given to police officials and other experts to 
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enter premises and take samples, and proprietors of such prem- 
ises are obligated to cooperate. The enforcement of the law is 
within the scope of the provincial authorities, who can authorize 
their experts to issue emergency orders and make seizures, sub- 
ject to prompt authoritative ratification or cancellation. Police 
officials and experts engaged in enforcement must not divulge 
business secrets, however, except in their official reports or in 
notifications of infractions, and the Federal Government is to 
formulate the principles necessary to secure uniformity of en- 
forcement, especially in regard to the appointment of competent 
experts and the safeguarding of their independence. However, 
any authorization in provincial laws more extensive than that in 
the new Federal law is not affected by the latter. 

Various penalties, including both fines and imprisonment, 
are prescribed for infractions of the different regulations. 


Of special interest to foodstuff exporters to Germany are 
Articles 22 and 23 dealing with imports. Article 22 provides 
that the Federal Government may with the agreement of the 
Reichsrat order the examination of specified foodstuffs upon im- 
portation, experts from among manufacturing, dealers’, con- 
suming and scientific groups to be consulted in this connection. 
Article 23 provides that in the regulations to be issued under 
the law, foodstuffs imported from abroad may be subjected to 
no less stringent requirements than similar domestic products. 


Car Loadings Show Decline 


Revenue freight loadings during the week ended August 6, 
totaled 1,024,218 cars, a decrease of 21,403 cars from the record 
of the preceding week and 51,174 cars less than were loaded 
during the corresponding week last year. 

The average daily movement per freight car for the first 
six months of 1927 was higher than any corresponding period 
on record, amounting to 29.9 miles per day, according to the 
Bureau of Railway Economics. This was an increase of nine- 
tenths of one mile over the corresponding period last year and 
an increase of three miles over the same period in 1925. 

The average load per car for the six months this year was 
27.3 tons, an increase of four-tenths of a ton above the average 
for the first half of 1926, and an increase of one-half a ton above 
that for 1925. 


Trend of. British Imports of Canned Foods 


Comparison of the imports of canned foods into the United 
Kingdom through the ports of London, Liverpool, Manchester 
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and Southampton during the first half of 1927 with those of the 
first half of last year, shows that the outstanding features have 
been a heavy increase in apricots, peaches and pears, accom- 
panied by a decrease in fruit salads; decreased imports of Singa- 
pore pineapple but some increase in Hawaiian pineapple; strik- 
ing increase in imports of loganberries, although this was con- 
fined largely to the first quarter of the year; continued striking 
increase of canned grapefruit imports; and indication of a 
rapid growth in imports of canned peas from the United States. 


Argentina’s Imports of Tomato Paste 
During the first three months of 1927 Argentina imported 
31,275 boxes and 97 barrels of tomato paste, amounting to 
3,490,054 pounds. According to the American trade commis- 
sioner at Buenos Aires, it is estimated that some 6,000,000 boxes 
will be imported by Argentina during the entire year. 


Pea Pack in Wisconsin and the Tri-States 


The canned pea pack in Wisconsin, according to press state- 
ments quoting State Crop Statistician W. H. Ebling, is 5,346,000 
cases. The pack in 1926 as compiled by the National Canners 
Association was 9,287,000 cases, and this indicates a decrease 
of 3,941,000 cases in 1927. 

The pack in Maryland, according to a report issued by the 
Tri-State Packers Association, is 715,026 cases, and the total 
Tri-State pack is 1,339,311 cases. As compared with last year 
this is an increase of about 356,000 cases for the Tri-State dis- 
trict. 

Prices and Employment in July 

A slight reaction from the recent downward trend of whole- 
sale prices is shown for July by information collected by the 
U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. The bureau's weighted index 
number on the 1913 base registered 144.6 for July compared 
with 143.7 for June, an increase of nearly two-thirds of 1 per 
cent. 

The retail food index issued by the Bureau shows for July 
15 a decrease of approximately three per cent since June 15, 
1927, and a decrease of about two per cent since July 15, 1926. 

Employment in manufacturing industries decreased 2 per 
cent in July as compared with June, and pay-roll totals de- 
creased 4.5 per cent, according to a preliminary report made 
by the Bureau. The usual July closing for inventory taking and 
the season for repairs and vacations were largely responsible 
for these decreases. 
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